
 
 

The Devil’s Messiah 
Revelation 12:13-17; 13:1-10 

December 4, 2022 
 
 

 
Revelation's 12th and 13th chapters are enlightening, fascinating, alarming, and covered in great 
conflict. These two chapters also introduce us to the three key characters in the drama of the last 
half of the Tribulation: Satan the dragon, the false Christ, and the false prophet. These three are, in a 
sense, an evil trinity opposing the true God and His people on earth. 
 
The golden rule of Biblical interpretation: 
If plain sense makes common sense, then seek no other sense. One of the major issues confronting 
the Bible teacher today is the relationship of the Church to Israel. The theology that emerges from 
this system is called replacement theology. The Church is not spiritual Israel; rather, Israel and the 
Church are two separate entities in God’s dealings with mankind. The Church and Israel are dealt 
with in entirely different ways and have wholly different futures. 
 
Profound Truth:  
The future of the Church climaxes in the rapture. The future of Israel climaxes in the great tribulation, 
the battle of Armageddon, and the millennial reign of Christ on the earth.  
 
What is Replacement Theology? 
Replacement theology essentially teaches that the church has replaced Israel in God’s plan. 
Advocates of replacement theology believe the Jews are no longer God’s chosen people, and God 
does not have specific future plans for the nation of Israel. Replacement theology teaches that the 
church is the replacement for Israel and that the many promises made to Israel in the Bible are 
fulfilled in the Christian church, not in Israel.  
 
My deep conviction: 
The Old and New Testaments support a premillennial/dispensational understanding of God’s plan for 
Israel. The strongest support for premillennialism is found in the clear teaching of Revelation 20:1-7, 
which says six times that Christ’s kingdom will last 1,000 years. The church has not replaced Israel 
in God’s plan. While God may be focusing His attention primarily on the church in this dispensation 
of grace, God has not forgotten Israel and will one day restore Israel to His intended role as the 
nation He has always chosen.  
 

I. The Wisdom in Knowing our Characters   
 

A. Who is the woman in Revelation 12:1? 
 
Interpretation: 
The woman isn’t an actual woman; the woman is a reference to the nation of Israel. Israel is God’s 
sign nation, and she is God’s prophetic billboard and global yardstick. As Israel goes, so goes the 
nation; Israel plays a large role in the end times. So, I firmly believe that this woman is the nation of 
Israel.  
 

B. Who is the child in Revelation 12:2? 
 
Interpretation: 
I firmly believe that this child is the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Why? Because it was the nation of 
Israel that gave birth to the Messiah. That the woman is pregnant further confirms her identity as 
Israel; the church cannot be a mother since she is not yet married. Just like a pregnant woman in 
labor feels pain, the nation of Israel was and is in pain, waiting for the Messiah to come forth.  
 
 
 



C. Who is the red dragon in Revelation 12:3? 
 
Interpretation: 
The Red Dragon is nothing less than the devil himself. This demonic dragon is full of power and 
Satanic wisdom. He has an IQ that is off the charts. He knows all my weak points, as well as he 
knows yours…he has been studying us for years…he can craft temptation specifically suited just for 
you and me.  
 
C.S. Lewis – The Screwtape Letters: 
“There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils. One is to 
disbelieve in their existence, and the other is to believe and feel an excessive and unhealthy interest 
in them. They are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same 
delight.” 
 

II. The Warning of the Wrath to Come 
 

Revelation 12:12 (NKJV) Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe to 
the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come down to you, having great 
wrath, because he knows that he has a short time. 

 
John Baker: 
“The wrath of Satan will not last forever; in fact, it will soon be over, for ‘he hath but a short time.’ 
However, the shortness of the time makes Satan’s wrath and the evil from his wrath all the more 
urgent and unholy. He will do as much damage as possible in the short time allotted him.”  
 
John Phillips: 
“Satan is now like a caged lion, enraged beyond words by the limitations now placed upon his 
freedom. He picks himself up from the dust of the earth, shakes his fist at the sky, and glares 
around, choking with fury for ways to vent his hatred and his spite upon those who dwell on the 
earth.” 
 

A. Israel will be Hated  
 

Revelation 12:13 (NKJV) Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, 
he persecuted the woman who gave birth to the male Child. 
 
Romans 3:1–2 (NKJV) What advantage then has the Jew, or what is the profit of 
circumcision? Much in every way! Chiefly because to them were committed the oracles 
of God.  

 
Graham Scroggie: 
“Anti-Semitism (persecution of the Jews) is satanic in origin. Egypt persecuted the Jews, so, did 
Babylon. In modern days, Germany slaughtered millions of Jews in the Second World War. God 
judged all these nations. Satan could not kill the woman’s Son, so now he tries to exterminate her 
seed, which is the believing remnant of Israel.”  
 

B. Israel will be Hunted  
 

Revelation 12:15 (NKJV) So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after 
the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood. 
 
Isaiah 59:19 (NKJV) So shall they fear the name of the Lord from the west, and his glory 
from the rising of the sun; when the enemy comes in like a flood, the spirit of the Lord will 
lift a standard against him. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
C. Israel will be Hidden 

 
Revelation 12:14 (NKJV) But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she 
might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times 
and half a time, from the presence of the serpent. 
 
Exodus 19:4 (NKJV) You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to Myself. 
 

D. Israel will be Helped 
 

Revelation 12:16–17 (NKJV) But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its 
mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 And 
the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her 
offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. 
 

James Montgomery Boice: 
“By now thoroughly frustrated and enraged by his inability to destroy the woman (Israel), the dragon 
(Satan) will turn his fury toward new targets. Some have identified the rest of her children with whom 
Satan will make war as the 144,000. Others see them as believing Gentile Tribulation saints, who 
are sons of Abraham by faith. It seems best to take this as an all-inclusive phrase, referring to all 
those who name the name of Jesus Christ.” 
 
Romans 11:25–26a (NKJV) For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this mystery, 
lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to Israel until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 26 And so all Israel will be saved.    
 
Five practical lessons learned: 

1. Satan is at war with the saints, and we can overcome him only through faith in the Word of 
God.  

2. Satan is the accuser of the brethren. The sins of the saints give Satan all the evidence he 
needs before God’s throne.  

3. Let us not be found accusing the saints, for if we are, then we are on Satan’s side and not 
the Lord’s. Love covers a multitude of sins. 

4. We must never be guilty of anti-Semitism. The Jews are God’s elect people, and were it not 
for Israel, we would have no Savior or Bible.  

5. The nation of Israel may not always be right politically, but they are God’s people and have 
an important task to fulfill in this world. We must pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
 


